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“Socialization for Parenthood in Sibling Caretaking Societ-

fes” to J. Lancaster, J. Altmann, A. S. Rossi, and L. Sherrod (Eds.) Parenting

Across the Life Span.
O ne of Michael Lamb’s goals for this
volume is “'to increase our sensitiv-
ity to the importance of cultural assump-
tions and realities” (p. xiv) in under-
standing fathers. This volume is a valuable
start in that direction, but it is not there
vet, because it does not reflect the true
range of cultural variations around the
world. Culture is a more powerful and
complex variable in the study of fathers
than this volume suggests.

The volume is more cross-national in
scope than cross-cultural. Eleven of the
13 chapters focus on nation-states; 7 of
these 11 are European/North American
(Great Britain, France, Germany and
German-speaking countries, Sweden,
Italy, Ireland, and the United States), and
two others are culturally Eurocentric
{Australia and Ashkenazim in Israel). Two
others are listed as “Asian” (China and
Japan [Israel is also listed as Asian] ), with
one region (West Africa) and a hunting
and gathering society (the Aka Pygmies
of the Central African Republic) added.

These are predominantly literate, in-
dustrial, and postindustrial societies in
which men are relatively closer to and
more involved in their families and more
likely to be available for (however much
hey actually participate in) the domestic
lomain (West & Konner, 1981). The 11
1ation-states.are currently monogamous
ind have the nuclear family as the cultural
10fm. Culturally, legally, and economi-
ally, most emphasize the intimate couple
elationiship and tend to separate the
ouple from outside kin and nonkin social

upports. Most practice predominantly
eolocal residence, have relatively small
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completed family sizes, have partible in-
heritance rules for both sons and daugh-
ters, and permit wide choice in mate se-
lection with relatively little familial in-
volvement intruding on the couple’s
companionship and parental responsibil-
ities. They tend to have cultural ideolo-
gies regarding gender and sex roles that
are relatively egalitarian compared to
much of the non-Western world. Of
course, the histories of fatherhood and
patriarchy in many of these countries
show changing patterns, and one of the
strengths of many chapters is the use of
historical data showing the substantial
changes that have occurred, and the lin-
gering effects of prior patrifamilial, less
egalitarian beliefs and practices. The Af-
rican data, and to some extent the
Chinese and Japanese, of course show a
different ecocultural pattern.

What is added if we consider a wider
range of the world’s societies, classes,
castes, and races than is presented in this
volume? We find fathers concerned over
the sheer survival of their young children.
They want to protect their offspring from
clear and present dangers; provide them
with the basics of subsistence competence
in farming, pastoralism, or trades; and
ensure that they will be able to socially
replace their parents in the next- gener-

ation. They remain concerned with per--

petuating their name, clan, and ethnic
group in competition with others for cul-
tural prestige and scarce resources, often
in the face of oppression and exploitation
from the state or from other ethnic
groups. These fathers worry about ar-
ranging advantageous marriages for their

children, initiating them properly, and
taking a d wife for th lves to
become an even stronger and influential

. man and father. They fear ritual pollution,

witchcraft threats, and the uncertain
moral/religious future of their commu-
nities and their children.

In many cultural systems, the father
role is closely related to male responsi-
bilities for assisting their brothers and
nephews, or with ensuring their sisters’
advantageous marriages and safety. Com-
pared to the European cultures, the fa-
ther’s role in many societies is much less
autonomous, less centered so exclusively
on the nuclear family and on the father's
pefsonal needs for nurturance and inti-
macy with his own children.

Beliefs and symbols regarding fathers
and maleness are given too little attention
as compared to norms, cultural ecology,
and institutions. Consider the Sambia of
Highland, New Guinea (Herdt, 1976), in
which fathers are so convinced that con-
tact with women will pollute and weaken
the health of any male, that men and boys
over six or seven live in separate men’s
houses. Sambia fathers also have the star-
tling and disturbing (to us) physiological
belief that young boys must ingest semen
if they are to develop properly physically
and socially, and so (among many rea-
sons), the father’s role involves partici-
pation in ceremonies that include training
for required and universal h |

cultural and sociological theory. Nugent
presents interesting new data in his
. chapter to challenge the view of the re-
mote Irish father. The chapter by Hwang
reviews data on the presumably egalitar-
ian Swedes, finding that paternity leave
and public support for active involvement
has thus far had only small effects on fa-
ther participation. A fine paper by
Schwalb, Imaizumi, and Nakazawa fo-
cuses on Japanese concerns over a weak-
ened father image: ““Mothering is univer-
sally accepted as a virtuous and valuable
enterprise, but the role of the Japanese
Sather is ill-defined, devalued, ond in a
state of flux” (p. 247). A well-done review
of the Israeli research on kibbutzim pro-
vides only weak evidence of radical
change in parenting roles. Paternal versus
maternal attachment where Istaeli fathers
are active infant caretakers seems equiv-
alent in the data presented by Sagi,
Karen, and Weinberg. The Australian
work on “‘new fathers” by Russell shows
analogous struggles by fathers and
mothers to change the roles of parents.
Most chapters focus on Western con-
temporary social concerns regarding fa-
thering, such as whether, how, and why
there may be more father involvement in
child care and domestic activities; effects
of maternal wage work on fathers; and
developmental issues regarding early
child attachment and sex role training
under different paternal involvement cir-
cumstances. Although such concerns are
important and deserve attention in the
C porary Western European devel-

relationships among youths. From even
this glimpse, one can see that a full use
of culture as a variable in the study of
fathering would need to analyze the sym-
bolic and other connections among beliefs
in domains other than fathering and the
family per se. The Sambia interweave be-
liefs about fathering with biological be-
liefs, bodily metaphors, color imagery, the
meaning of assistance and dominance in
human relationships, and so on. Most
cultures in this volume do not vary widely
enough on beliefs like these to expose the
powerful role such cultural ideas can have
on fathering, and the analytical strategies
of the authors do not expose this aspect
of cultural influence.

There are many excellent chapters in
the book; they usually present both a re-
view of the circumstances in their nation/
culture and some new dats. The Aka
Pygmy study is particularly well done;
Aka fathers hold their infants on average
an hour a day (alot in world perspective),
and Hewlett analyzes the ecocultural
factors (type of work done by men and
women and the father’s stage in his own
life cycle) that influence this high father
involvement. He relates his results to both

CONTEMPORARY PSYCHOLOGY, 1968, Vol. 33, No. 7

T e e e e L en oo

oped world, these are certainly not the
dominant issues regarding fathering for
most families and cultures in the non-
Western world. Furthermore, the chap-
ters, not surprisingly for a collected vol-
ume, do not use the data from other
chapters. More seriously, they do not de-
bate theory as to what to make of cultural
differences or similarities when they ap-
pear, and so each culture or nation stands
more as a disconnected case study, with
no way to explain or understand why any
one is similar or different from the others.
Although the book is focused on fa-
thers, Lamb argues that similarities be-
tween mates are more important in influ-
encing children than the sex of the parent:
“The important dimensions of parental
influence are those that have to do with
parental characteristics rather than gen-
der-related characteristics” {p. 17). To
the extent this is true, it is just as essential
to understand the reasons for the re-
markable variations, as well as common-
alities, in these shared parental charac-
teristics across time and cultural place.

This book is available in a paper edi-
tion, and it is highly recommended for
use by students and scholars in a wide
variety of disciplines who want to study
a wider range of variation in father roles
and to take culture seriously as a variable
in understanding fathers and mothers ev-
erywhere. But the restricted sample lim-
its generalization to mainly industrialized
nation-states with a Eurocentric orien-
tation, and the use of culture as a powerful

variable for studying fathering ren
only partly developed.

References

Herdt, G. (1976). The Sambia. Ritual or
gender in New Cuinea. New York: Ho
Rinehart & Winston.

West, M., & Konner, M. {1981). The rol
of the father: An an
perspective. In M. Lamb (Ed.), The
of the father in child development (2n.
ed.). New York: Wiley.

gnitive Develépment: The- -
Span Perspective

Coxﬁqs of A

George W. Rebok
Life-Span Cognitive Development
New York: Holt, Rirfqhart & Winston,
1987. 567 pp. )

ISBN 0-03-064182-9. $31.00

-

CGeorge W. Rebok is a rese;)?rchfellow with the AlzRein

ect in the Department of Psychiatry and
'L) ""y Md Py gy

P A. Roodin, of Adult Cognition m&Agi

Review by
N William J. Hoyer

N

\

‘s Di R ch Pro
Behavioral Sdences ot The Johns Hopkis

professor of psychology at the Swgte University of New
York at Geneseo. He is author of the chapter “Plans, Acti
Solving Everyday Problems” in the Jorthcoming book
Theory and Applications, J. D. Sinnott (Ed.). ® William J. Hoyer,
chology at Syracuse University (New York), is coauthor, with J. M.

and Transactions in
Everyday Problem Solving:

ng. \\

eorge Rebok’s text, Life-Span Cog-

nitive Development, is an affirma-
tion that life span developmental psy-
chology'has attained maturity. Although
most introductory developmental text-
books now cover the life course from in-
fancy to old age, this book should be con-
sidered the first advanced text in devel-
opmental psychology to take a life span
approach. This text covers the body of
knowledge that constitutes life span cog-
nitive development. Although the life
span perspective can be traced back to
various sources in the 18th and 19th cen-
turies (see Dixon, Kramers & Baltes,
1984), the approach had its medern be-
ginnings with Pressey and Xuhlen’s
(1957) Psychological Development
Through, the Life-Span and with the vol
ting from the first West '

5,
1

3). In the early 1970s, the/life span
proach was seen by tradigfonalists as
addish, disparate, and overly inclusive—
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, 1970; Nesselroade Reese, \ wide range of cont

*.. too broad to be useful for the purpos
of advancing substantive research ar
theory. But during the past decade, t}
impact of the approach has been dramat
and pervasive. Not only are there life spa
textbbpks, but more important, the lif
span view has stimulated a variety ¢
theoretical and methodological advance:
The life span approach is now seen 3
one that enriches the interpretation c
findings botl within and across age level
as well as informs the conceptualizatio
of developmental phenomena. Develop
menta} studies do not need to include a
once {nfants, children, adolescents, youn;
adults, and elderly adults, yet the ap
proach involves an appreciation of the ful
‘range of age-related change and of th
antecedents for such change. The lif:
span approach, with its'emphasis on in
traindividual- plasticity, history- C

and cohort-graded phenomena, and 1
40] e.g., hi 1
tural) antecedents, has replaced (through

lr;‘e!usion) the narrow views of the nature
of development based on ontogenetic
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